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Abstract  
Lawrence H. Pickett, Veterans Remember, VRT-A-L-2012-018 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) 

Lawrence H. Pickett was born in Berlin, Germany on December 16th, 1962 and spent his 

youth as an Army brat. His father was a Vietnam veteran and active duty Army officer. 

Pickett attended Western Kentucky University where he joined the ROTC program and 

attended airborne school. Commissioned in the infantry, he served his first overseas tour in 

Germany with the 8th Infantry Division (Mechanized). As part of the 101st Airborne 

Division, he participated in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm in 1990-1991. After 

leaving active duty in 1994, he joined a Civil Affairs Brigade, a U.S. Reserve unit in 

Homewood, Illinois, and later became an ROTC instructor at Western Illinois University. He 

deployed with the 308th Civil Affairs Brigade in the immediate aftermath of the invasion of 

Iraq in 2003. He volunteered to deploy again to Iraq in 2006, working again in Civil Affairs in 

Baghdad. In 2008-2009 LTC Pickett went to Nuristan Province in Afghanistan as part of a 

Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT). In 2010 LTC Pickett began serving as an Assistant 

Professor of Military Science for the ROTC program at Western Illinois University. 

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Reserve Officer Training Corps, Kentucky Army 

National Guard, U.S. Army Airborne training, service in post-Cold War Germany; 8th 

Infantry Division; service with the 101st Airborne Division; Desert Shield/Desert Storm; 

Saudi Arabia during the First Gulf War; 9/11; Civil Affairs operations in Kuwait and Iraq; 

Civil Affairs in Balad, Iraq; Civil Affairs in Baghdad, Iraq; Green Zone, Baghdad, Iraq; 

Media coverage of Iraq and Afghanistan; Iraqi Governance; Counterinsurgency in the War on 

Terror; General David Petreaus; Nuristan Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT); Shura 

(council meeting); Tribalism and Taliban 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 

COPYRIGHT 

 The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial 

purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  

“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These 

materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial 

purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.  Telephone 

(217) 785-7955 
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Interview was conducted in LTC Pickett’s office at Western Illinois University where he is 

assigned as an Assistant Professor of Military Science in the ROTC program. 

Bold italicized clips are of particular interest 

 

00:00:32  Background 

00:04:50  Current assignment as ROTC instructor 

00:17:14  Discussion on the international nature of operations since Desert Storm 

00:19:20  Cadet in ROTC 

00:21:20 Airborne School (anecdote ends at 21:55) 

00:23:15  Initial assignment to Germany (8th Infantry Division) at Mainz 

00:24:30  Observation on his wife’s experience as a military spouse 

00:26:25 Communications with home when deployed—changes over time (anecdote  

ends at 00:31:43—nice analysis of complexity of problem) 

00:31:43  Information security in environment of easy communication 

00:32:55  101st Infantry and spin-up for Desert Shield/Desert Storm 

00:35:20  Arrival in Saudi Arabia (1990) 

00:37:45  Air Assault into Euphrates River Valley into Iraq anticipate assault on Baghdad 

00:40:40 Incidents associated with Landing Zone (anecdote ends 00:43:50) 

00:43:40  End of first commission during drawdown 

00:47:40  Joined Civil Affairs Brigade in Chicago 

00:54:45  Personal recollection of 11 September 2001 

00:58:30  Preliminaries to first deployment to Iraq (fall of 2002) 

01:01:15  Entry into Kuwait 2003 

01:03:15 Funny story about State Department personnel (anecdote ends 01:04:20) 

01:04:20  Planning for humanitarian assistance in the aftermath of war 

01:08:18 Entry into Iraq in March 2003 (anecdote ends at 01:14:37) 

01:14:37  Balad and hidden aircraft 

01:16:00  Kids killed by ejection seats 

01:18:25  Summary of first Iraqi deployment  

01:19:00  Duty in Baghdad  

01:21:45  Successive interim governments of Iraq and removal of Ba’athists  

01:24:40  Restarting companies and agencies within Iraq  

01:25:30 Disregard for soldiers with civilian skills because of rank (anecdote ends 01:27:36)  

01:27:36  Active Duty attitudes prior 9/11 towards Reserve Components 

01:27:58 Kentucky National Guard story (anecdote ends 01:27:58) 

01:31:00  Observations on relative importance of height and weight standards  

01:33:45  Second deployment to Iraq in 2006  

01:37:55  Observations on General Petraeus and change in counter-insurgency doctrine,  

including his getting shot while a LTC in the 101st Airborne  

01:40:30  Counterinsurgency warfare doctrine changes within Iraq and strategic level  

planning previous to this (comments on Baghdad-centric approach)  

01:43:00 Corruption in Iraq (anecdote ends 01:45:00, also 01:46:00 to 01:47:13) 

01:45:00  Iraqi citizen (a Christian) who fled from Iraq and then returned after the  

Invasion as a member of the Army Reserves 

01:47:13 Progress in Iraq and Afghanistan not shown by Media (anecdote ends 01:54:15) 

01:54:15 Opium in Afghanistan (anecdote ends 01:57:10) 

01:16:00 Roads in Afghanistan (anecdote ends 01:58:40)  

01:58:40 Work in PRT in Afghanistan (see especially 01:59:45 to 02:00:50)  
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02:00:50  Description of the geography and population of Nuristan 

02:01:45 Tribalism in Iraq and Afghanistan (anecdote ends 02:04:30) 

02:04:30  Working with tribal elders and shuras 

02:06:45 Night Letters and police/government corruption (anecdote ends 02:09:10) 

02:09:10  Experiences with translators difficulties and advantages 

02:16:40  Bracelet with 1SGT Blue C. Rowe’s name on it 

02:20:45 Final observations about deployments (anecdote ends 02:22:55) 

02:22:11  End of Interview 

 

 


