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Springfield, Illinois, and the Race Riot of 1908
Early Twentieth Century Springfield

Building Code of the City of Springfield, State of Illinois. Springfield, Illinois: Schnepp & Barnes,
1908. F896 S76.5 O65

Camp Lincoln, compiled by Members of the Writers’ Project of the Works Project Administration in the
State of Illinois. Springfield, Illinois: Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society, [1941]. F896 S76

C186w (Pages 12-18 contain information on the experience of African-American members of the National Guard and on the use of
Camp Lincoln as a refuge during the riot.)

Clark, William Lloyd. Hell at Midnight in Springfield, or a Burning History of the Sin and Shame of the

Capitol City of Springfield. Milan, Illinois: Wm Lloyd Clark, 1910. F896 S76 C59h (The theme of this self-
published polemic centers around the author’s anti-Catholic sentiment. He blames the ills of the “Levee District” in Springfield on the
“Roman” influence and includes the race riot incidents in this on pages 61-73.)

Directory of Sangamon County’s Colored Citizens. (Springfield, Illinois: Springfield Directory
Company, 1926). Vault G896.2 S3 S769d

Harrison, Shelby M., director. The Springfield Survey: a Study of Social Conditions in an American

City. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1918-20. F896 S76 S769 (The information contained herein was
collected and published twelve years after the riot, but the findings on the housing conditions of African-American citizens in volume
3, pages 21-24, 117-119, 252-253, and 266-269, is relevant.)

The Illinois Capital, Illustrated, issued by the State Register. Springfield, Illinois: Press of the Illinois
State Register, 1898. F896 S76 J865 (Oversize)

Map of the City of Springfield, Illinois. The City Engineer’s Office. Springfield, Illinois: City
Engineer’s Office, 1908. GZ896 S76 (1908) C581 (Map)

Spaulda, Alta Mae. Chronology, Springfield, Illinois. n.l., n.p., ca. 1937. F896 S76 S852

Springfield City directory for the Year Commencing October 1, 1908. Springfield, Illinois: R. L. Polk
& Co., 1908. Vault G896.2 S76 1980 (Directories for 1906 and 1908 are also useful.)

Springfield of Today, Capital City of Illinois: a Great Industrial and Commercial Center. Beautiful
Homes, Churches and Schools. [Springfield, Illinois: n.p., ca. 1903]. F896 S76 S7684 (Oversize)

A Springfield Reader: Historical Views of the Illinois Capital, 1818-1976, edited by James Krohe, Jr.
Springfield, lllinois: Sangamon County Historical Society, 1976. F896 S76 KO93s (This collection includes two
especially helpful reprints. The first is “Race War in the North,” by William English Walling, originally published in the September
8, 108, issue of The Independent. The second is an excerpt from the William Lloyd Clark title Hell at Midnight in Springfield,
mentioned earlier.)
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Stevens, Augustine Rueben-Kembe. African-American Political Orientations and Their Social
Antecedents: a Case Study of Springfield, Illinois, a dissertation submitted to the Graduate School in Partial
Fulfillment of the Requirements for the degree Doctor of Philisophy, field of Political Science. Evanston,
Illinois: Northwestern University, 1975. F896 S76 S884a (Brief mention, page v.)

The Riot and Its Aftermath

Coryell, Matthew. 1908 Springfield, Illinois Race Riot Revisited. Springfield, Illinois: University of
Illinois at Springfield, 2007. F8969N C833n

Crouthamel, James L. “Springfield Race Riot of 1908,” in The Journal of Negro History, volume XLV,
1960, pp. 164-181. Washington, D. C.: The Association for the Study of Negro Life and History. F3399N.8
J86

Deneen, Charles S. Governor’s Biennial Message to the Forty-Sixth General Assembly. Springfield,

Illinois: State of Illinois, January 18, 1909. F896.5 Go25m January 18, 1909 (Governor Deneen addresses the role
of the National Guard in response to the race riot on pages 56-57.)

Gillis, Brian. In 1908... Springfield, lllinois: Brian Gillis, c2008. Vault F8969N G481i 2008 (This
book was published in an edition of four to serve as components of an art installation/sculptural archive entitled In 1908... This piece
was built to mark the centennial of the 1908 Race Riot. In 1908... was exhibited at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
Museum from August 16-October 31, 1008.)

“How the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Began,” a pamphlet. n.l.: Mary
Dunlop Maclean Memorial Fund, 1914. “NAACP” Vertical File

The Independent, Volume LXV. New York: Harper’s, 1908. Relevant issues are:

“Race Riots in Illinois,” August 20, 1908, No. 3116, pp. 399-400.

“The Springfield Riots,” August 27, 1908, No. 3117, pp. 456-457.

“A Negro Town in Illinois,” by Iverson B. Summers, August 27, 1908, No. 3117, pp. 464-470.

“The Race War in the North,” by Wiliam English Walling, September 3, 1908, No. 3118, pp. 529-534.
AP 138

Krohe, James. Summer of Rage: the Springfield Race Riot of 1908. Springfield, Illinois: Sangamon
County Historical Society, c1973. F8969N K93s

Landis, Anthony M. They Refused to Stay in Their Place: African American Organized Resistance
During the Springfield, Illinois Race Riot of 1908. Edwardsville, Illinois: Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville, 2002. F8969N L257t 2002

Merritt, Carole. Something So Horrible: the Springfield Race Riot of 1908. Springfield, Illinois:
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Foundation, 2008. F8969N M572s
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“National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.” Vertical File, Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library

Photographic Views of the Great Springfield Race War, August, 1908: Depicting Work of Mob’s
Violence in the Venting of Their Wrath on the Blacks. Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State Register, [c1908].
F896 S76 P575

“Riots and Lynchings at Springfield, Ill.,” in The Chicago Daily News Almanac and Year-Book for
1909. Chicago: The Chicago Daily News Company, c1908, p. 249.
AA C532

Senechal, Roberta. The Sociogenesis of a Race Riot: Springfield, Illinois, in 1908. Urbana, Illinois:
University of Illinois Press, c1990. F8969N S475s

------- . In Lincoln’s Shadow: the 1908 Race Riot in Springfield, Illinois. (Carbondale, Illinois:

Southern Illinois University Press, c2008. F8969N S475s (This is the second edition of The Sociogenesis of a Race
Riot.)

Springfield, Illinois, Race Riot of 1908. Springfield, Illinois: Springfield Convention and Visitors
Bureau, [2004]. F8399N S766s

“Springfield, Illinois—Race Riot, 1908.” Vertical File, Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library

“Springfield Riot of 1908: and what Large and Powerful Body of Citizens Is Ready to Come to Their
Aid?” [Springfield, Illinois]: National Assocation for the Advancement of Colored People, 2008. F8969N
S769 2008

Racial Violence in Early 20" Century Illinois

Cavalcade of the American Negro. Compiled by the Workers of the Writers” Program of the Work
Projects Administration in the State of Illinois. Chicago: Diamond Jubilee Exposition, 1940. (This contains a
discussion of African-American experiences as deendants and of the practice of lynching.) F8399N W956¢

Chicago Commission on Race Relations. The Negro in Chicago: a Study of Race Relations and a Race
Riot. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, c1922. F8969N C532n

Rudwick, Elliott M. Race Riot at East St. Louis, July 2, 1917. Carbondale, Illinois: Southern Illinois
University Press, 1964. F896 E13 R917r

Sandburg, Carl. The Chicago Race Riots, July, 1919. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 1919.
F8969N S213c
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Tuttle, William M. Race Riot: Chicago in the Red Summer of 1919. New York: Atheneum, 1970.
F8969N T967r

Gwen Podeschi
Historical Reference Librarian
--updated, February, 2013
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