I went to the Philippines in 19237 snd worked in the Southern
part of Luzon in z mining district called Parzcalez which was only
_a few feet above sea level. Most of the mines were mining 300 to
~,5Qg'ft. below sea. In Chile I was mining 12,000 ft. sbove sea level.
ﬂfﬂéISan Mauricio was the best producer and the month's producticn
was $150,000 U.S. and the tonnage handled was 300 tons & day.

The climete was too tropical for me. I wanted cooler climate
so I went up to Baguio which is in the northern pzart of Luzon and
around 5,000 ft. above sea level. Baguio is the summer cepital--
during Merch, April, May and June the heat in Manila is terrific znd
the péople that cen go to Baguic do so. The climate here is idezl,
never too cold or toé hot. .There are three months of heavy rains--
real typhoons and I have seen 23" of raih in three days.

There zre severzl large gold mines in Beguioc - The Fengnet
Consolidated Company produced nearly a2 million dollars per month
from three mines - the largest of which handled 2,000 tons daily.
-There was one high grede copper mine north of Baguic, and its copper
was sold to Japan. The Islends had two iron mines, one in the
Parecele district. Their sole market was Japan.

There are a great number of different dizlects used in #%the
Islands - the government is trying to get the people to learn snd
use tagalog. The tribe found in end around Baguio afe called Igorots,
they are the best miners. It was a common sight to go through the
mine and see the Igorots working without shoes and safety hat. The
Illicanos, a tribe from the lowlands czme up to Baguio to work in

the gold mines. He is a good miner, but does not get along with
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the Igorots. He 1s more Americanized. In Baguio the U. S. Army hsad
e small army stetioned at Camp John Hay. This camp was more of & rest camp
and Colonel Horan wes in charge when war broke out.

Seven o'clock in the morning on December 8, 1941, we heard over
the radio that the Japs bombed Pearl Harbor. An hour and a half later
nine planes flew high over our mine towerd Camp John Hay and one of
our fellows remarked how well our boys kept in formation and that they
were ready for the Japs. Just about then the plznes dived and we
heard the bombs explode. Several Americasns and a grest aumber of
Filipinos were injured and killed. That was the beginaning of 2 hectic
1ife.

We &ll put in large supplies of food stuff and built underground
shelters. At no time did we believe that the Japanese would take the
Islands. We kept our radios tuned in with Manila. Jap planes flew
over our mine several times a day. At night all lignts were blacked
out and it wss gquite a‘job trying to keep the mill going on night
shift.

There was a wild scramble when we heard that the Japs had landed.
The natives were all quitting their jobs and going home. I tried to
keep enough of them on the job to bring out the machines, oumps, mine
cars znd destroy the dynamite.

In Baguio army rifles end smmunition was given to anyone that
wanted them. Qur mine was located on top of a ridge =nd we could
look down on Kinnon road which was 1900 ft. below us., This road led
to the cozst znd Manila.

Rumors were going around that the Japs were coming up Kinnon
rozd and the Naguilan road.€zmp John Hay ceclled us on the phone |

severel times to find out if we could see any Japs coming up the road.
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A jeep with & machine gun and foud officers came to the mine one dzy and
looked down Kinnon Road. We were asked to put a watch men and if he saw
Japs coming to call up.

All the mines were told to destroy gasoline fuel oil and dynamite.
The night od December 20, oil tanks, gasoline tznks were blown up -
dynamite destroyed. It sounded as if the Japs had already arrived.

At B‘A. M. on December 21, we csalled on the phone and told that it
was best that 21l American families go to ilanila, and to be ready by
6 A, M. It was our last chance to go to Menila. Mrs. Ladis and I
packed up the two suit cases/ggre gllowed to take. At five o'clock
we decided that we would stey - we both knew Menila and the climzte
there, and to be running around with three daughters 8, 7 and 5 yeers
old wasn't a very good idea. We had plenty of food in our home -- why
leave it.

Most of the families that did go down were sepzrated. The mining
engineers left their families in iaenila, and they went to work on the
underground storages at Corregidor. Severzl of them were killed there
and the remzinder were taken prisoners and sent to Japsn. Some of them
were on the ship that wazs sunken by one of our submzrines.

Rumors were getting wilder each day. Tne army left Bzguio =znd went
out into the mountains. Some got through to Menila, while others stayed
out in the mounteins for over a year. 4 few Awericsn families after
hezsring wi;d rumors that the Japs were murdering znd raping —3took to
the Baguio hills.

It was around the Z6th that the Japanese finally came into Baguio.
The Americans and British who decided to remzin in Baguio had concentrated
themselves at Brent School a few days before the Jap's arrival.

On the 28th of December, 13941, four trucks loaded with dirty -

1 and ba & ur mine.
1noking Jap soldiers with rifles and bayonets ceme to our um



Page 4

We were loaded in trucks, and allowed to tzke a little food, clothing
and bedding. We were tzken to Camp John Hay and as we went through
Baguio, we saw Japs. Soldiers and Jeps civilians were looting American
and Chinese stores. When we arrived st Camp John Hay, the Americans
and British from Brent School were slready there --They had to walk the
distance, which wes nearly a mile, carrying their personzl belongings.

There were nearly 500 internees, most of whom were missionsziries,

& grezt nuuber of whom ceame down from Chins to miss the war. TWe had one
dormitory snd an out building containing a2 kitchen, dining room znd store
room. The building was built to tzke care of 100. Every available place
was occupied - I found spece out on the porch for my femily. Peoonle slept
on and under dining room tables and in the kitchen. Two fellows moved

in the store room, but that didn't last lone. Severzl empty cens were
found.

There wss no electricity - no water. Water had to be brougnht in
in conteiners from Baguio end it was rationed. No water was wasted for
washing - it was only for drinking =nd cooking. The men were put right
to work to dig end build latrines. It was a tough job to dig and no
drinking weter.

A week leter the men were moved to zn adjoining dormitory. DBecause
of the fact that the men's building wazs less crowded, it wes decided that
the men would do the cooking in their kitchen for both houses. T becziie
one of the cooks.

A VWnite Russian, fho had British papers was intefneed with us &snd
he was a first class cook. He was put in charge of the kitchen.

Ve =11 knew thst we would be ocut of concentretion within six weeks.
Even the soldiers at Bztasn end Corregidor heard of the large convoy

that was on its way to helg us out.
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Ve elected = committee of nine members to run our camp. We had to buy
our own food - we paid so much & week per person and smeller rete for
‘children. All the food that was brought in from Brent School and other
places wes placed in the store room. We had & very good assortment but
it didn't last long. For a short time, we had for breskfest rice or
oatmeal, with milk and sugar, & piece of bread and cup of coffee. No
lunch, for the first two weeks - until it was decided to take the soup
or raw vegetable from tae dinner mezl znd give it out as lunch. For
dinner at anight, we usually had stewed meat snd boiled rice and a vege-
table.

Six feet from the buildings was a barbed wire fence. In tne day
time we were allowed to use the two tennis courts. One for women and

children and the other for the men. On week days you would see a long

m

line of women and ten feet zwzy opposite them, a2 long line of men. On

Sundayt's, tne men and women were allowed to comingle from 5:20 to 8:20.

Eve-ybody dressed up and when the guard blew the whistle at 5:30 the

tiwo lines converged and the couples went off erm in arm eround the courts.
which

We were sezrched by the Japanese and everything/was over 100 pjesos
($#50.00) wes teken from us. All bonds, checks, money orders - insurance
volicies had to be turned over to them. About three weeks later what
money we had left, had to be turned into the Japanese and this money
was to be used in buying food.

During the Znd and 3rd weeks several cases of dysentery broke out,
and the- petients were sent to Notre Dame Hospitzl, where Filipino doctors
took very good care of them. The Chinese were brought in witn us - they
hzd & dormitory nesr the wen. The Cainese were roughly handled. There

were over s tnoudand Chinese in the district and most of them took to

the hills, only Z00 came 1in.



While at Cemp Jonn Hay we were allowed to loot the surrounding

buildings. We needed mattresses, mosquito nets, blankets, sueets, knives,
forks, dishes and cooking utensils. We did a gretty good job of looting
because when were moved to Camp Holmes we were able to set up a good black-
smith shop, carpenter shop, grinding room (for rice, corn) .

During our stay st Cemp John Hey, the Japs did not permit schools
snd only one Sunday ( Eester) we were allowed church services. thile at
Camp John Hay, the missionaries were all texen to Beguio and ~uestioned.

hey all czme back with the exception of taree. Two joined us at Ceamp
Holmes snd the third was murdered by the Japs. They gave him the water
cure and beat him up.

We were moved to Camp Holmes, which is about rive miles from Beguio
on fpril 238. It was & very good move for us - Camp Holmes wzs a Philippine
constabulary cemp and was locsted in the rich Trinidad valley wnere vege-
tebles are grown. There was no fence sround the building - we had plenty
of I;Oﬂ to move about and we.wctgup s baseball diamond. Beseball was
pli??ﬁ about every day for the first two years.

“¥ Thnere were three dormitories - men had one room, women and children
hzd another snd the Cninese had tae third. The Chinese were kept here
only three months and the Japs decided to let them out. Tine men moved in-
to their barracks znd the women moved into the oneé we had vecated. Ve
were allowed to visit our fzmilies during the deytime- a smell fence was
put up in order to xeep the men snd women_at a safe distance. Mrs., Ledis
and the three children had 2 corner in the barracks - they were alloted
floor spsce, 10! by 1&'. The home madé%?ér four took up most of the
floor space. Two bed sneetshung up served as walls - In the men's dor-
mitory, I had a floor space 3 1/g' by 7'.

It wss at Camp Holmes tnat we were allowed to heve schools znd hold
church services. Permission wes zlso given to sllow us to put on some

sort of enterteinunent on Saturday nights. No dsencing wzs sllowed for the
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first £ 1/2 years. The Japs brought in one motion picture dﬁring the
three years and it wes terrible.

OCur mezls consisted or rice, & teaspoonful of suger snd coffee for
breskfast. 2 soup or baked sweet potato for lunch. For dinner rice,

=z vegetsble and & stewed mest or a mest gravy.

e were allowed to bring in ell the food we could btuy. Mining coui-

n

=

penies znd missionsries started sending in money. Filipinos elso sent

T

in food stuffs snd money. We were sllowed to borrow money from Filipinos
through the Jap office.

The committee was afraid to open & community-store - they thought thst
the Japs would stop bringing in rice, vegetebles and mest 1if we had tne
money to buy. I had contects outside so I started & store. I breought in
suger, frults, eggs, vegetables, rice and meat. I brought in & hind quar-
te: of beef - cut it up into steaks, rozsts and mede hamburger cut of the
ser ps. The demsnd for meat wes so greest that I hed a cow brought in onee
¢ waek. A lechenicel Engineer, born andreared in Texas, knew how to
butcher a cow, so ne £and I really went into the weat business.

Benind each of the dormitories smasll kitchens were set up for pri-
vete cooking. Rice bresd, rice cookies, rice puddings, rice hot caxes,
fried rice, wes cooked in tin cens, frying pens and beking pens-pens
which were turned out in our blacksmith shop. Not zs plentiful &s rice-
eggs, meat znd vegetsbles were ccoked.

We had s hospitel, ecuipment znd medicines we looted from Cemp John

¥l

2Py

[al

Hay. In our csmp we hed 6 Lmerican doctors, 5 of them were mission

e,

m

doctors in Chine. They did wonderful work. Ve had an fmerican dentist,

his was wes rough but good. He used & box for a chair.
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A yesr after we wers interned the Americen families who took
to the hills decided to come into camp. They were a sorry lot-
two American women were killed by Japs. Most of them had mslaris,
one of the men lost the use of one leg due to infantile paralysis.
One of the American women gave birth to a daughter shortly after
they went into the bills. The youngster was sbout the healthlest
of the entire lot.

‘me slwaye knews that in six months more ve would be out.
ve were allowed to read the Manila Bulletin opublished by the Jeps anc
printed in English. It w2s all ohe sided — they played up their

victories and several times our navy was sunk by theirs. The Jeps

2

e believed that their forces had landed in the States - they

ct

rivs

s

tried to tell that to us tut ve knew different. No mail was allowved

to come in =nd we could not write home.

" ]

The Japanese intended to concentrate all American and British

1
£

4!

w

in Manilz. For that reason ve did not stert 2 garden. There were
two concentration camps hesides ours, one in Yanila =zt Sants Tomes,
vhere there vere over 4,000 internees, another was located about
5 miles south of Manila =t Los Benos, and there were 2, 00 Americans
here.

During the leter part of 194Z - the people were very much
dishezrtened - money and extra food was hard to get. Ve were
getting less food from the Jeps - corn, rice snd vegetzbles were

s1ll we vere zettine - no meat, fish or sugar.




On Christmas day, 1942, we received our first Red Cross package of
food, clothing and shoes. It was a Christmes package that the 500 will
never forget. Men, women and children all lined up to get their package.,
There was 47 lbs. of food for ezch one. The percel consisted of powdered
mild, csns of corned beef, canned pork, liver spread, coffee, sugar,
selmon, cheese, canned butter, rzisens, orunes, cocoa, chocolate rations,
soep and cigzrettes. The food wzs wonderful --first time in two yesrs
that we had cheese, butter, czndy.

We &ll received z pzir of shoes. We drew lots to see who would get
fitted first. I didn't do so badly. I got a palr just one size too
large.

I tookx the 150 pzckages of cigarettes thet my femily received =nd
smuggled them out. The Filipino that I wes dealing with gave me $4.00
J.S. & packege. I hed him buy rice, sugsr, etts --

£11 extra food, packages and newspapers were stopped. The Japs
agaln cut down on our rice, corn znd vegetables. Wire fences were put
up by the Jspanese soldiers. No one had enough energy to »lsy bsall.
Everybody had to work in the gszrden.

Two of our single fellows esceped and joined the guerillas. ESeverzl
of their friends were taken to Baguio for cuestioning. They came bsck -
they were bezten - hung up by theilr thumbs. They carried the bruises for
months.

Ve still had hopes of getting out in & few months =nd cn October 18,

13244, we szw our plznes flying over the cosst and hesrd the bombing.

&
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Ve felt it wouldn't be very long before the Americans would
land on Luzon - just a matter of days. We found out leter thet our
troops lznded in Leyte. This is how we heard it. In our cemp we had
an expert on radios - the Japs asked him to repair their. redio. He
did, but it took him three days. He hed a set of ezr phomes, ana 1ior
three days he got 2ll the news. There were two privates watching
him, but he put it over on them.

Dec. 27, 1944 we vere told that we would go to Menila - 302 to
leave within 24 hrs. Thst evening Mrs. Ladic and I went down to the
gerden snd picked 60 lbs. of sweet potatoes. There vere several
others thst hsd the same idez. We were teken to Manila in trucks and
were packed in like szrdines. The trip should be made in 5 hrs. - 1t
took us 18 hrs. to get there. Nearly everyohe had a few cans left

s given a yesr before. F¥e hada few

6]

from thelr Red Cross pkg. which w
cans of butter, corned beef snd salmon left, and it came in handy.
The package should last one person a month, but we rationed it. In

gttt w1t

3
n
oy

my family ve woulé take a can of corned beef and use
tonight =nd the rest tomorrov night. Toward the end we vould open
one can a weeX.

e were put in 01é Bilibid prison in Mznile. In the same prison
there were 300 soldiers from Bataan =nd Corregidor. Ve vere separated

1"

by & concrete wall. Ve were so tired and dirty that we took mattresses
thet were full of vermin and bedbugs znd sleot on them. The next day
ve had to “estroy the mattresses znd clean the wooden beds.

There ver:s 170 American soldlers buried in our section of 014
Bilioid; some of the graves were less than 25 fet. from our kitchen.

They were not buried very deenly because the odor of decaying bodies

wze prominent,
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The prison was filtay - the letrines were open - tae placés were full
of flies =znd moscultos. We started cleaning up - use ed large mosquito nets
to cover tne latrines. A grezt aumber of the internees were taxen dovn
with dysentery cad dengue. Ve nad no medicine, snd only corn for food;
which is very poor food for petieants.

Our menu wes corn must for breakfast - no luach - corn mash with
sweet ootazto greens as & vegetable. The corn wee filtay end full of weevils.

t snd mske cora mush.

e

Ve would wesh the cora end then grind
Every dey we sew our bombers flying over znd dropzing bombs around us.
The Japs put out heavy zsnti-craft fire. There vwere no dog rights over
Yanila after we arrived there. Our boys wnocked the Japs out of the air
when they lended st Leyte in October.
out of the +thousands or more boambers taat flew over us, we saw & B-E
get hit and go ianto fleames. Three men parzchuted out, one of tne aerachutes
czsugnt on fire. The two that mede it szfely were picked up by the Guerriiles
The Japs were blowing up the oil storasges sround us - tais weas done &t
nignt. We neard neavy gun firefor several days and vere told that the
Guerrillss were eczcst of us.
tround 7 Ofclock 2t night on Februsry g, 1945, we heerd heavy firing
snd s fellow on the 2nd floor yelled cut that ;Americ;n
vwere coming down the street. Ve did not believe nim &t first, but when
nell broke loose, we knew that there wes something new going on outside.
Everybody wes happy - no one gave & tnought to danger - this wes whet
we had weited for for taree yeers -nd five weexs. There were only eround
700 men of the 1lst Cevelry divisiona-that took the northern part of Henila
over. Our Jrison was surrounded by tanks--wnile st Scnts Tomes the soldiers

vent rignt into their cemp. Our Jap guards made zll the internees on the

g
ey

cndg floor do gown to tne lst floor. They set up mechiae guns On the roof

'y ~ 9

= good supply of hend grensdes. The rest of ug that livea 1n C&LL

<R
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blocks were told to go in our cells and remain there.

The Japs guarded us closely. At eleven A. M. the next day the
Japs gusrds took their machine guns, hand granades znd went our of
our section into the section occupied by our section into the section
occupied by our soldiers. That was the last we saw of them. Ve were
told that they mounted the prison towers and sniped at our troops.

7 e heard the snipers for severzl days.

The first American soldier came into the 01ld Billbed at night
on Feb. 4th. On Feb. 5th a great number came in and they never saw
s happier crowd in their life. The soldiers took their own rations,-
candy and gum and passed them out.

It v=s on the 5th that the Japs started burning and blowing up
Manile. Te watched it from the roof of our bullding. 1 have seen
pictures of the burning but they do not come up to the actual thing.
That night, &t 8 o'clock, we were ordered to pack up an overnight
bag and what bedding we could carry, and go out the back way.

The fires and explosions were very close to our walls, and
rumors were thet 01d Bilibid was mined.

All able bodied men snd women 2nd children haed to welk - This
was our first chance to see the military prisoners. They had to go
out through our section znd most of them were stretcher cases. They
were the ones thzt suffered. Three died that night. They had
malzriz, dysentery, beri-beri. Mrs. Ladic had dysentery and she

was tsken out on a stretcher.



The three children and I walked 8 long blocks. We zll were carry-

ing something. Ve were finslly picked up by s Jeep znd teken to = shoe

factory. ¥e =211 slept on the floor znd the next morning we had our first

i

Army meal., The breckfast was bacon znd eggs, brezd, jem =nd coffee. ¥Vhile
we were lined up I saw znother fellow with some oatmesl. He got it down
the street from znother outfit. I left my children in line znd went down
the street. I came back with s can of ocstmezl with cresm =nd sugar end

we ate that while we were lined up for brezkfsst. It is hard to de-

o0

scribe how good food tzstes, that oatmeal wss the first in three year
and to heve sugzr =nd cream snd wheat brezd.

On the evening of the 6th we returned to Bilibid to find that every-
thing we left wess looted by the Filipinos. Everybody had vzlusble pos-
sessions thet thew hung onto for three years, snd lost them that night.
Maybe the Filipinos thought that we would not return =nd that the ar-
ticles would be destroyed. Due to the looting our pestients were sent to
Santa Tomas. That night and for several nights we slept on the floor.
The Army brought in cots zs soon =s thev could.

We remeined in Bilibid. It was 2z hot svot. It took our troops
2 1/2 weeks tomove 2 miles in Msnils, The Japs dur into the Wsll 1ty
end our boys hasd a hard time to get them out. Shells flew over us
continuelly day =nd night, We szw the dive bombers giving the Jzaps
& workout.

The lsst Jap plene flew over Mznilas Februsry 15, It wes loolking

for our leree cuns znd dropped 2 bomb thet fell outside of our wzll,killing
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a tank corp csptain, 3 Americans and 8 Filipinos living across the

street. @e‘were sleeping less than 30 feet from that bomb - it

cracked the wall znd threw small fragméhté in our cell block.

e

The military prisoners were the first ones to leave Manila.
¥rs. Ledie and other civillan pationts were taken from Santo Thomas
and flown to Leyte. On March 1llth the three children and I made the
trip in a plane to Leyte. It was at Leyte that my family got to-
gether again.

we boarded the new troop ship "Admiral Capp" at Leyte - which
was convoyed to Admiralty Islznds. As we vwere pulling up the anchor
the officer at the loud speaker said - "Hear This" - A bugler then
played "Cslifornls, Here I come." |

we arrived in San Francisco on April 8th - we were all dressed
in Army clothes - the Army and Navy took wonderful cazre of us. Most
of us gained over 40 pounds in less than 6 weeks.

It was a great feeling to get back to the States - the children
had a great deal to see. They were just babies when they went to the
Philipoines. The oldest one said - "Dad, I've been in jeeps, trucks,
landing barges, a2ir plesne, large boats, but we hsven't been on a
street car yet."

One more thing - when the bell-hop opened the door of our
room - one of the youngsters said - "Doesn't it look beautiful -

dc we live here?"



